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Micronesian 
Education for 
Liver Wellness 
Program (MELWP)

https://www.hepfreehawaii.org/micronesian-education-program

How can we take care of 
our own communities?

https://www.hepfreehawaii.org/micronesian-education-program


Language 
Barriers

• Provide In-Language Materials

• Culturally appropriate education

• Speakers speak their language

• Partners with Office of Language Access/ 
translated brochures/card/and basic info 
when visiting the offices or clinics



Lack of Health 
Insurance

• Provide resources and referred to service 
provider (We Are Oceania/ Legal Aide 
Society of Hawaii)

• Assist with application process for health 
insurance Medicaid and State

• COVID 19 Task Force, Vaccination 
Information



Lack of 
Education

• Address education and knowledge of  
hepatitis B and liver cancer

• Monthly Talk Story

• Convenient and accessible outreach 
activities (churches, group/family 
gathering, community/sport events

• Food and Gift Cards/Prizes for games



Lack of Access

• Individual Hep B Action Coordination 
(IHAC)

• Monthly follow up calls

• Local and national advocacy



COVID-19 
Challenges

• Patients stopped seeing healthcare 
providers/specialists

• Lack knowledge of using technology to 
attend telemedicine appointments 

• Lack of internet access at home

• Expired prescription 



COVID-19 
Remedies

• Outreach/Care coordination/IHAC.  

• Help them set up appt with 
PCP/specialist

• Ensure they pick up their meds

• Call them every month to follow up 



Successes
• Since May 2015
• More than 70 sessions
• Reaching over 1100 people on 

multiple islands

• During the COVID-19 pandemic
• Monthly (or more) virtual and/or in-

person sessions
• Reaching over 300 people



Kommol,  
Kinisou,  
Mahalo!

Kenson or Rensely Alik
1-808-783-9756

kenalik01@gmail.com
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